Excerpt from the Idaho Department of Education’s “Intercultural Education Guide for Idaho Schools”.  

Selecting an Intercultural Exchange Organization:

Ten Easy Questions

1. Is this organization approved by the Council on Standards for International Education Travel (CSIET)?  If not, it is strongly recommended that you not host students from the particular organization in your school.  
See www.csiet.org  for the CSIET status report of organizations and programs that have demonstrated full compliance with the CSIET Standards.
2. Does this organization offer as a resource to the schools in the district a curriculum on intercultural education and global awareness?
3. Does this program offer outbound programs to Idaho students?
4. Are there scholarship monies available for outbound Idaho students?
5. Is the organization a not-for-profit organization?
6. Does the representative who provides support to the student, host family, and school live within a reasonable distance of the student, host family, and school?
7. Do local representatives receive periodic training to prepare and assist them in their work with international students, host families, and schools?
8. Are policies in place regarding international exchange student conduct and school performance?
9. Are host families recruited because of a commitment to intercultural exchange rather than financial compensation?
10. Does the organization work with volunteer representatives who receive no payment for inbound or outbound students?  Special consideration should be given to organizations with volunteer representatives who are available and designated to support both inbound and outbound participants.
