
AFS Volunteer 
Engagement…

Chapter
Newsletters!

Why Publish a Chapter Newsletter? 
The Reasons are Endless!

• Keep volunteers, hosted students, educators, 
host families & alums CONNECTED & 
ENGAGED!

• STREGTHEN the connection between team 
members as you learn more about each 
other!

• Alert team members to volunteer 
opportunities & events!

• EDUCATE team members!
• Learn more about our hosted students & 

returnees!
• Feature students during the HOSTING 

season!
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Potential Features…
• Volunteer of the Month!
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Potential Features…
• Hosted Student(s) of the Month!
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Potential Features…
• Host Family of the Month!
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Potential Features…
• Special Features (Prom & Homecoming)
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Potential Features…
• Educational Articles (written by AFS 

Students)
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Potential Features…
• Updates, Events & Announcements!
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Potential Features…
• Alumni Profiles!
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Potential Features…
• Returnee Profiles!
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Potential Features…
• Special Features!
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Potential Features…
• Holiday Memories!
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Potential Features…
• Educator Perspectives!
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Potential Features…
• Special Features & Photo Montages!
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Potential Features…
• Educational & Historical Features!
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Potential Features…
• Student Profiles During Hosting Season!
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Potential Features…
• Global Recipes from Hosted Students & 

Volunteers!
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Getting Started…

• Decide on a frequency-monthly or 
quarterly-that best fits your chapter!

• Encourage Committee Chairs to provide 
a brief update for each issue!

• Share content & ideas with other 
chapters in your region & across the 
country!

• Decide on a publishing program (there 
are hundreds to choose from!)
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Getting Started…
• The Western PA Team uses Canva as a publishing tool 

(www.canva.com)

• Free platform

• Thousands of templates to choose from

• Highly customizable & intuitive

• Canva Pro is available for $13/mo and provides access to 
thousands of professional-grade images & photos (highly 
recommended) 

http://www.canva.com/
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Getting Started…
• Canva allows you to:

• Easily download pictures & images from your files
• Newsletters can be saved & sent as PDFs or as hyperlinks

• Western PA Area Team utilizes the Blue & White 
Monochrome Parent Newsletter template
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Wrapping Up…

• Newsletters are a simple way to keep your 
team connected, engaged & up to date! 
And they require no in-person contact or 
effort!

• Platforms like Canva offer thousands of 
easy-to-use (free) templates! 

• Customize the newsletter to your Team as 
the options for content are virtually 
unlimited!

• Interested in starting a newsletter? Contact 
the AFS Volunteer Engagement Advisory 
Group today! We’re happy to help you get 
started, share ideas & examples and 
collaborate on future material! 
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