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Welcome to AFS-USA! As a liaison, you will guide hosted students and their host families 
through the international exchange experience while developing your own cross-cultural 
communication skills. As a key part of the AFS support network, you will work directly with 
international high school students and their U.S. host families to foster a life-changing journey 
for both parties from August through June. To prepare you for the liaison role, you’ll register as 
an AFS Volunteer and then participate in three online trainings. 
 
The volunteer registration process takes less than two hours of your time and looks like this: 
 
 
 

Your AFS Volunteer 
Liaison Journey  

Congratulations! You’re now a trained liaison, ready to meet and work with hosted students and 
host families on a monthly basis during the exchange program from August through June, 
documenting your monthly contact in an easy online form each month. Whether helping them 
solve problems or just lending an ear, you’ll get to experience the joys and challenges of this 
journey with your hosted student and host family. Your AFS-USA Volunteer journey begins at 
www.afsusa.org/volunteer.  
 

Once all of those boxes are checked, you’re a registered AFS Volunteer! 

Now that you’re an AFS Volunteer, three trainings will help 
you learn about how to work with exchange students, what 

the U.S. Department of State expects of us, and what it 
means to be a liaison who supports a student and host 

family. Each training takes about one hour.

Hosting and Support 
Affiliations Training

DoS Local Coordinator 
Certification

Liaison Training

Self-introduction and basic information 

Learn what it means to be an AFS Volunteer 

Speak with a volunteer or staff member about your 
interests 

Learn what it means to be an AFS Volunteer Answer yes/no questions that the Department of State requires 

Three references are required 

Understand and agree to AFS Volunteer Policies 

Complete and pass a criminal background check 
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